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New Law Seeks to Modernize Philippine Animal Industry 
 
In 2025, the Philippine agriculture, forestry, and fishing sector contributed 7.9% of the total Philippine GDP and reported a 
full-year growth of 3.1%.1 In respect of the total agricultural output, poultry and livestock accounted for 13.1% and 14.1%, 
respectively, which figures underscore the strategic importance of animal production to the Philippine agricultural sector and 
economy as a whole.  
 
A major Philippine legislative development in the animal industry is Republic Act No. 12308 (Animal Industry Development 
and Competitiveness Act), which took effect in October 2025. The law aims to modernize and strengthen the sector through 
several key measures. 
 
First, it creates the Animal Competitiveness Enhancement Fund, funded at PhP20 billion annually for ten years, to support 
herd repopulation, farm modernization, credit access, and value-chain infrastructure. Second, it strengthens and reorganizes 
the Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI) and its attached agencies to improve regulatory coherence, enforcement, and technical 
oversight across the livestock and poultry sectors. Third, it focuses on the concerns of animal health and disease 
preparedness, including surveillance, vaccine and rapid response mechanisms to address risks such as African Swine Fever 
and avian influenza. Implementing rules and regulations have yet to be issued. 
 
Key considerations for investors in the animal industry 
 
Parties considering investing in any aspect of the Philippine animal industry should take account of the following:  
 

• Government policy favors biosecure, technology-driven operations, including integrated farms, modern hatcheries, 
and compliant slaughter and processing facilities. 

• Investors must plan for robust compliance costs, covering BAI accreditation, veterinary supervision, mandatory 
disease reporting, and food safety and biosecurity inspections. 

• Land ownership restrictions for foreign investors, environmental requirements, and permitting requirements specific 
to the business will continue to be concerns. For foreign investors, exploring joint ventures with local operators not 
only may help navigate constitutional land ownership restrictions but also accelerate market access, permitting, and 
regulatory approvals. 

 
 
SyCipLaw’s agriculture and agribusiness law team regularly advises clients on domestic and foreign investments, joint ventures, 
mergers and acquisitions, commercial transactions, finance, land acquisition and conversion issues, intellectual property, and 
regulatory matters. 
 
   

 
1 Statistics are based on the Q1 2023 to Q4 2025 National Accounts of the Philippines (January 2026) issued by the Philippine Statistics Authority. 

https://legacy.senate.gov.ph/republic_acts/ra%2012308.pdf
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SyCip Salazar Hernandez & Gatmaitan (SyCipLaw) is one of the largest law firms in the Philippines. It offers a broad and integrated range of legal services, 
covering the following fields: Banking, Finance and Securities; Special Projects; Corporate Services; General Business Law; Tax; Intellectual Property; 
Employment and Immigration; Litigation; and Dispute Resolution. 
 
Our earlier bulletins and briefings can be found on the SyCipLaw website at www.syciplaw.com. For more information about the regulations covered by 
other bulletins and briefings, please contact your account partner or email info@syciplaw.com. 
 
This bulletin contains a summary of the legal issuances discussed above. It was prepared by SyCipLaw to update its clients about recent legal developments. 
 
This bulletin is only a guide material and is circulated for information purposes only. SyCipLaw assumes no responsibility for the accuracy, completeness or 
timeliness of any information provided in this bulletin. It does not constitute legal advice of SyCipLaw or establish any attorney-client relationship between 
SyCipLaw and the reader. It is not a substitute for legal counsel. Online readers should not act upon the information in this bulletin without seeking 
professional counsel. For more specific, comprehensive and up-to-date information, or for help regarding particular factual situations, please seek the opinion 
of legal counsel licensed in your jurisdiction.  
 
SyCipLaw may periodically add, change, improve or update the information in this bulletin without notice. 
 
Please check the official version of the issuances discussed in this bulletin. There may be other relevant legal issuances not mentioned in this bulletin, or 
there may be amendments or supplements to the legal issuances discussed here which are published after the circulation of this bulletin.  
 
No portion of this bulletin may be emailed, forwarded, reposted, copied in different electronic devices, copied or posted online in any platform, copied or 
reproduced in books, pamphlets, outlines or notes, whether printed, mimeographed or typewritten, or copied in any other form, without the prior written 
consent of SyCipLaw. 

This bulletin was prepared by SyCipLaw’s Special Projects Department. 
 
Senior Partner Rose Marie M. King-Dominguez, Partner Maria Christina C. Ortua-Ang, and Associate Josemaria Alvaro C. 
Fontillas assisted in the preparation of this bulletin. 
 
For more information about the regulatory issuances discussed in this bulletin, please contact:  
 
Rose Marie M. King-Dominguez 
Senior Partner and Head of the Special Projects Department 
rmmking@syciplaw.com 
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